The Jews of Flacht and Niederneisen
from the 17" to the 19" century yon Abvaban T "mwh_

The villages and their region

Flacht and Niederneisen are situated only 1 km apart in the valley of the little river Aar, which north
of them flows into the river Lahn at the city of Diez. Fields characterize the valley and the higher
plains in the east, and forests cover the western part. it is a rural countryside, spotted with small
villages. They were inhabited by farmers and a few artisans for products of wood, iron and leather.
In about an hour, one walked to the city of Diez, the only place of some commercial importance. It
was the seat of the administration of the Principality of Nassau-Diez, consisting of 18 villages, and
since 1806 of the greater District of Diez.
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The one or two storied houses were mostly built along the road running through the valley. When in
the 1640s the first Jews arrived, they saw a country that was completely devastated by the 30
Years War (1618 — 1648). By death and flight, Flacht had lost 40% of its population and Nie-
derneisen 50%. In each of the villages, there remained about 17 families or about 80 persons. Al-
though since 1672 various European wars struck this small territory for decades, it recovered with
an exceptional speed. In 1704, more families lived in Flacht (33) and Niederneisen (50) than before
1618 (27 / 36).

To be more exact, at least this number of families lived here. They paid the most common impost,
the Dienstgeld, money levied on serfs (Leibeigene) instead of the forced labor, to which they were
as a rule subjected. There were 114 different sorts of taxes in Nassau. Only a few paid the same
combination, because they had the same legal status, which was defined by tradition, descent,
property, profession, family situation, sex and other factors. The Jews were part of this system of
general inequality. The modern term “inhabitant”, which expresses equality, was rarely used before
1800.

In the 18" century the increase of the population continued so that at its end Flacht contained about
50 houses for about 50 families or 250 persons and Niederneisen about 70 houses for about 70















